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faithful imitations, but to the number of which we shall
never add another. In these circumstances it was an oc-
currence of the first magnitude, more important far than
war or revolution, when a new prophet actually appeared.
John the Baptist defied all the opposition of those scribes,
who in the long silence of the prophetic inspiration had
become the teachers of the nation, and who resisted him
with the conservatism of lawyers united to the bigotry of
priests. He made his way back to the hidden fountains;
and received at last that national acknowledgment which
silenced even these professional jealousies, that irresistible
voice of the people in which the Jew was accustomed
v';o, hear the voice of God, Armed with the prophetic
authority, he undertook a singular enterprise, of which
probably most of those who witnessed it died without
suspecting the importance, but which we can see to have
been the foundation of the Universal Church.
There may have been many who listened with awe to
his prophetic summons, and presented themselves as can-
didates for his baptism in implicit faith that the ordinance
was divine, who nevertheless in after years aisked them-
selves what purpose it had served. It was a solemn
scene doubtless, when crowds from every part of Palestine
gathered by the side of Jordan, and there renewed, an
it were, the covenant made between their ancestor and
Jehovah. It seemed the beginning of a new age, the
restoration of the ancient theocracy, the final close of
that dismal period in which the race had lost its pecu-
liarity, had taken a varnish of Greek manners, and had
contributed nothing but a few dull chapters of profane
history, filled with the usual chaos of faction fights,
usurpations, royal crimes, and outbreaks, blind and brave,
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